2005 APhiO TRIP to the PHILIPPINES 

AT A GLANCE

TRIP PURPOSE:  To attend Alpha Phi Omega of the Philippines National Convention

LOCATION:  Surigao City, Mindanao (east coast), Philippines
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DATES:  
Convention – 5/26-5/29/2005 (Thur-Sun)

Dental-Medical Service project – tba, but possibly the 24th or 25th
TENTATIVE ITINERARY:

5/21 Sat 
Depart US San Francisco/LA 

5/22 Sun
Arrive Manila

5/23 Mon
Leave Manila for Surigao City

5/24 Tue
possibly Dental Medical Service Project

5/25 Wed  
open

5/26 Thur
Convention opens

5/27 Fri
Convention

5/28 Sat
Convention

5/29 Sun
Convention ends

5/30 Mon
Leave Surigao City for Manila

5/31 Tues
Leave Manila for US or another Asian destination 

layover for a few days

(Note:  Please do not book flights without speaking to Dave Emery or
Allen Wong.,DDS)

AIR FARES:
U.S. to the Manila, Philippines (San Francisco or LA) ~$1000-$1500 USD

Travel within the Philippines Manila to Surigao City ~$100 USD

PARTICIPATION:  The U.S. delegation as been asked to provide some APO LEADS training at this convention.  

INTERESTED BROTHERS:

brodsky, franklin    
loan4frank@hotmail.com
covi, lisa

lmcovi@earthlink.net
emery, dave    
daveemery@shaw.ca
hainline, bob

b.hainline@comcast.net
gonzales, mel    
maximilio@aol.com
katz, maggie    
maggiekatz@hotmail.com
strong, tom

strong@dementia.org
tom, beth    

elkoapo@aol.com
wong, allen    
canadaapo@yahoo.com
ENTRY/EXIT REQUIREMENTS: U.S. citizens may enter the Philippines without a visa upon presentation of their U.S. passport valid for at least six months after the date of entry into the Philippines and a return ticket to the United States or an onward ticket to another country. Upon your arrival, immigration authorities will annotate your passport with an entry visa valid for 21 days. 

(ref (http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_999.html)

CONTACTS: 
Allen Wong, DDS  canadaapo@yahoo.com; Dave Emery daveemery@shaw.ca
GENERAL INQUIRIES TO:  apousadelegation@yahoo.com
CONTACTS IN THE PHILIPPINES: Sis Luvie Lumang for programming, luvie69_99@yahoo.com

Convention Website:  http://www.alwabra.com/maccans/apo/convention/main2.html
CITY OF SURIGAO, MINDANAO:  http://www.surigao.net/
COUNTRY DESCRIPTION: The Philippines is a developing democratic republic located in Southeast Asia. The archipelago consists of more than 7,000 islands, of which 880 are inhabited. The major island groupings are Luzon in the north, the Visayas in the center, and Mindanao in the south. Tourist facilities are available within population centers and the main tourist areas. English is widely spoken in the Philippines, and most signs are in English.  
(ref (http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_999.html)
GENERAL WEB RESOURCES:

Links -- Philippines

http://www.cdc.gov/travel/seasia.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/travel/regionalmalaria/seasia.htm
U.S. State Department Announcement January 13, 2005
(full announcement ca be found at: (http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_999.html)

SAFETY/SECURITY: The terrorist threat to American citizens in the Philippines remains high, and the Embassy continues to receive reports of ongoing activities by known terrorist groups. Americans traveling to or residing in the Philippines are urged to exercise great caution and maintain heightened security awareness. A number of security-related incidents highlight the risk of travel in certain areas due to kidnappings, bombings, and other violence and criminal activity. 

The Philippine government has been engaged on and off in negotiations with Communist and Muslim rebel groups. Nonetheless, rebel activity and armed banditry in certain areas of the Philippines still pose security concerns. The Communist Party of the Philippines and its terrorist military arm, the New People's Army, operate throughout the country and have issued public threats against U.S. citizens and interests in the Philippines. Americans are urged to exercise caution when traveling throughout the country and are specifically warned to avoid hiking or camping in the vicinity of Mt. Pinatubo in Pampanga Province. 

In Mindanao and the Sulu archipelago, kidnappings, bombings, violence, and insurgent activity make travel hazardous in many areas. The terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) has kidnapped several Americans and other foreign tourists since April 2000. Some were freed after substantial ransoms were paid, some escaped or were rescued by military action, and some were killed. Other kidnapping gangs operate in the same general area and have abducted a number of foreigners for ransom. The Abu Sayyaf Group continues to issue public threats against U.S. citizens and interests in the Philippines. 

Also see:  http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1156.html
Updated 2/14/05


